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ANNOUNCER: Tonight's TOWN MEETING originates from International House on 
Riverside Drive in New York City, in cooperation with the New York Chapter of the 
International House Association. The chapter is one of the sixty groups of former 
members of the three International Houses located in Chicago, Berkeley and New York. 
The Association grew out of the desire of students who have lived in one of the- three 
centers to keep in touch and extend their experience to other commnities. In the 
New York House this year there are university students from every continent and from 
over fifty countries, They live together in an atmosphere of brotherhood, sharing 
an understanding and respect for their fellow men. New York's International House 
Chapter, the first alumni group to be organized, tonight is celebrating International 
House Day and similar observances are taking place all over the world. To those 
within listening distance, we send the greetings of the members assembled here. 

Now to preside as moderator of our discussion, here is Shepherd L, Witman, 
Director of Residential Seminars on World Affairs. Dr. Witman! 

DR. WITMAN: Good evening, friends. It was just a little over 200 years ago 
that the reign of Louis XIV radiated with such a brilliance over the whole of Europe 
that he came to be known as the Sun King. The French Court became the pattern for 
all courts and Europe expected from France the leadership she gave. Then, for a cen- 
tury and a half, France held a dominant role in Evrope. The great names in politics, 
art and science which she has given to the Western world tumble from the pockets of 
memory -- Voltaire, Hugo, Zola, Napoleon, Clemenceau, Briand, Matisse, Degas and 
Lautrec <= are only a few. Their contributions to the life we know at this moment 
are truly incalcuable., But, what has happened now to France? This is troubling many 
of us today and not alone outside of France. No longer in Indo-China, harrassed in 
North Africa, indecisive in her domestic politics and facing a Germany growing ever 
stronger in Europe, France seems to be in trouble. Has she lost her place forever? 

Her past is rich -- it is full of the strength of experience, but is France 
too devitalized to profit from it? In short, must France, at long last, come to ac- 
cept a status as a second rate power and adjust her future role to that fact? 

These are serious questions -- and let us see what the people at International 
House have to say about it tonight. 

First we'll hear from Mr. Quincy Howe. Mr. Howe's reputation as a radio news 
analyst dates back to 1938 and his astute, on-the-spot coverage of the Munich Crisis, 
He is well known to radio and television audiences today as a daily new commentator 
and editor of ABC's weekly world events documentary, "Outside U.S.A." Mr. Howe is a 
former University of Illinois professor and author of the recently published book, 
"The World Between the Wars." Mr, Howe} 

MR. HOWE: I am here to question, not to challenge -- to discuss, not to de- 
bate -- to explore, not to denounce. For instance, I am sure there is going to be no 
disagreement between Mr, Valeur and myself that Europe is vital to the United States 
and that France is no less vital to Europe. The question to which I think we should 
address ourselves is not whether France should play a major role in Europe, but whether 
France can play a major role in Europe. And beneath and behind that is the greater and 
related question of the role that Europe itself is now able to play in the world, 

No longer is either Europe or France immediately threatened by Communist sub-= 
version or Russian attack. The Marshall Plan prevented revolution in Europe and NATO 
prevented outbreak of war. The danger now is that unrest in Asia and Africa may 
develop into a war, or even if no war comes, this unrest may fatally weaken Europe 
and France by cutting them off from the raw materials that Asia and Africa produce 
In other words, Lenin's prediction of the shortest road to Paris lying by way of : 
Peking, may be coming true. If the struggle against Communist subversion and military 
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attack was the main theme of the past ten years in Europe, the theme of the next 
decade and longer seems likely to center on what the Communists call colonial prob-= 
lems, and what we call the problems of underdeveloped iZands, And it is in this de- 
partment that it is in sorrow, not anger, that I raise the question of French policy, 
Has France the power to remain a major factor in the development of North Africa? 
(Southeast Asia is now out the window.) Has France the policy that can be made to 
work? I find it hard to give an affirmative answer to either of these questions and 
I do not blame France for these doubts. I believe Europe is on the decline and that 
the future of the world depends on all of us -=- above all, us here in the United 
States -- how we all acquit ourselves. We, too, are part of Europe and if I raise 
embarrassing doubts about France, it is not because I feel America has any better 
answer or any better record, All I am trying to do is come to grips with the big 
issues that confront both our countries, 

DR. WITMAN: Our next speaker who, as First Counsellor of the French Embassy 
in Washington coordinates cultural affairs and information, is Mr. Robert Valeur, 

Mr. Valeur taught economis at Columbia University and during the war directed the 
French Information Service in the United States, After the war, he entered the 
French diplomatic service and returned to Europe where he became president of the 
Council of Europe's Committee of Cultural Experts and of the European Council for 
Nuclear Research, Finally, and perhaps this is one of Mr, Valeur's better accomplish- 
ments, he was one year a resident of International House from which we are tonight 
broadcasting. Mr, Valeur! 

MR. VALEUR: Mr. Howe is right when he says that the United States is a part 
of Europe and that, therefore, any decline of Europe or any decline of France with 
her keystone position in Europe is a loss to the United States and to the West. 

Our task this evening is not indeed one of denouncing, or even of debating, 
but one of exploring how the Western nations, standing together, are going to meet 
the gravest of today's problems -- the problem of underdeveloped land and what the 
role of France can be in helping solve this problem, 

Perhaps because geography has placed France at the crossroads of the world, 
she has been marked out to play a vital role in the relationship between East and West, 
It was in France that the Asiatic Huns were finally defeated. It was in France that 
the Arabs, after overrunning the whole of North Africa and Spain, were finally stopped. 
It was in France that the crusades started, Today France remains the spearhead of 
the Atlantic Alliance which is the only defense of the West against the dangers 
threatening in the East. 

The basis of Western Civilization is Christianity with its respect for human 
dignity and its faith in man's capabilities. With the builders of the cathedrals, 
this faith found its supreme expression in France and it was the French Revolution 
which, in translating this faith into political and social practice, changed the course 

history. 

- oe fundamental contrast to this optimistic, forward-looking concept of human 
nature, oriental religions and philosophies have assumed a pessimistic, fatalistic 
attitude which is largely responsible for the economic and social backwardness of the 
so-called undeveloped areas, Now, however, that the miserable masses living in those 
areas have become aware that there is hope for a better life in this world, the ques- 
tion is whether, in the deadly struggle between the West and communism, these masses 
will espouse our creed or fall a prey to the materialistic enticements of the Soviets. 

In this struggle, the West mst remain indivisible and France has demonstrated 
again and again her loyalty to its cause. 198 however France at times, seems hesitant 
and divided, it is because individual Frenchmen, with an intellectual honesty worthy 
of praise, are engaged in the soulsearching task of finding an answer to the present 
deadly challenge to a civilization to which they have So greatly contributed. 

In North Africa, where two million Frenchmen coexist with twenty million Moslems , 
we are honestly trying to find a working pattern of interracial cooperation. We are 
optimistic that, after a period of trial and error, the solutions that we have worked 
out for Tunisia and that we are working out for Morocco and Algeria will be a success 
and may point the way to what could be done on a global scale, 
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We in the West have a tendency to rely too exclusively on defense pacts and 
on half measures of economic and technical assistance. Of course, we must not let 
our defenses down and we must increase to the limit our assistance, especially in 
atomic energy development, to underdeveloped nations. But we can only win this 
gigantic contest if we inject into it the ideological values of ‘Christianity and 
democracy and that is where France, with her great.Christian, humanistic and demo- 
cratic traditions, her lack of racial prejudices and her unbinding faith in human 
nature and its spiritual values is already playing and will, I am confident, play 
a vital role. 

I cannot believe for an instant that the West can be lacking in the resources, 
the men and the spirit which are needed in this crusade to build on the ruins of com- 
munist materialism the Kingdom of God on this earth. 

DR. WITMAN: Now you've heard the statements of the two gentlemen and I'll 
turn this meeting over to them, in effect, and see what they have to say about each 
other, First, Mr. Howe. 

MR. HOVE: That noble statement that Mr, Valeur made compares in a way with 
some of the equally fine statements that have come from Americans concerning this 
same problem. Mr. Valeur's statement sounds noble to an American, to a Frenchman, 
to a European, The question that I still am bothered by though is whether these values 
of Christianity, democracy and the rest that he stresses, and that we as Americans and 
West Europeans believe in so firmly -- whether these things mean quite the same thing 
to the peoples of North Africa and Asia and of these other lands. Isn't this kind of 
attitude that Mr, Valeur has expressed so eloquently tonight and that many of us 
Americans would believe in, wouldn't that nevertheless seem perhaps to the people 
to whom we are addressing ourselves and whose faith and wnose behavior is so impor- 
tant to us -- isn't that going to seem a little strange, even a little patronizing, 
like the expressions of material superiority that come falling so readily from us 
in the United States, I think there is a need for both humility and understanding 
there and that all of us in this European world are sometimes too inclined to assume 
that other people share our view. It's a little like the way the Romans went about 
building their empire, on the basis of Roman citizenship being the most desirable 
thing that anyone could aspire to, and they built 2 great empire on that basis. I 
think the French empire has been built in the past somewhat on that same basis and it 
is a noble civilization but the time has come when perhaps the people to whom these 
words are addressed don't have the meaning they once did, 

MR. VELFUR: “*r,. Howe, I would like to be in a position to assume that the 
people of the African and Asiatic nations -- those areas which are called under- 
developed =~ were ready to accept or even to espouse with enthusigsm our Christian 
ideal on the dignity of man and the liberty of nations, Unfortunately, it is not the 
case and if I make an appeal for the Western nations to try to help in producing that 
ideal in those large areas, it is because I am afraid that if we don't do anything 
along that line, those areas may be induced into following the Communist creed. As a 
matter of fact, when we speak of democracy, we know perfectly well that in those areas 
they have never known in any measure of democracy. Furthermore, they have lived under 
miserable conditions, They know mow, as I indicated a moment ago, that there is hope 
for a better life for them in this world and now they have the choice so ss to build 
for themselves a better life between the Communist system which from a material point 
of view has certainly meant progress in the countries where communism is now reignin, 
and oa ee eS has meant a tremendous amount of progress where it is coe 
ing but which, and it is a fundamental differ i j 
eae ie ian ifference between the two systems, is respect- 

MR. HOWE: Mr, Valeur, the Commnists have made headway in these countries in 
a way that we haven't and I think one of the reasons for that is that the Kussians 
with all their backwardness and all their tyranny, are, therefore, ina wk ems: ake 
to the minds and behavoirs and lives of the people to whom they 're a asa i 7 
through their Communists and perhaps the answer, as far ae: Bip iaeie 
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gatherings like this and in institutions like this which would invite and encourage 
people from the less well developed countries to come and share and know and under= 
stand and learn for themselves what our Western world is like; and then for them to 
go back with it, rather then for us to try and shove something down their throats 
that they aren't prepared to accept. 

MR. VALEUR: Whatever the means to be devised by Western nations to bring the 
Asiatic and African nations to the realization of the words that are fundamental in 
our Western civilization which is the dignity and freedom of man, what is important 
is that so far the Western nations have concentrated too mch, as I said, on different 
pacts and half measures of technical assistance, They have not really tackled the 
ideological aspects of that crusade. 

MR. HOWE: I couldn't agree with you more and I wish that the French were 
able to sell to us the futility of all this military stuff that we are wasting and 
building up Germany and trying to have military power, etc., it's going to just throw 
West Germany into the arms of the East and this business of military pacts all over 
the place is going to do the same thing with these Asiatic and African countries. 

I couldn't agree with you more, I just wish that those arguments of yours, of the 
French and of the British too, had more affect on the American side--I wish that we 
were a little more open to your views that you are expressing right here. 

DR. WITMAN; There is no question at all of the seriousness of the problem of 
North Africa for the French and, therefore, for us, too. But I know that there are 
a great many people in our listening audience who are concerned about some other 
phases of this problem and I will be so bold as to pretend to read their. minds and 
say that I think there are at least two other things which we ought to discuss very 
promptly. One of those is the problem of German and French relations, which many 
people in America are very disturbed about and the other, which is perhaps the most 
pressing concern of Americans, is the question of internal orderliness in the French 
political scene. Now, you can take either one of those that you wish, I'll ask Mr, 
Valeur to take his choice, 

MR. VALEUR: I'll start with the second question, because the second question 
leads to the first. 

DR. WITMAN: The second question being the question of internal instability. 

MR. VALEUR: Internal instability, as you call it. This is a question that I 
have been asked again and again when I was teaching political science at Columbia or 
when I am lecturing in this country, as I did last week out in the west. Now, I am 
not going to propose to you that instability of government is a very good system of 
government. At the same time, if you study closely French politics you will. see that 
seeming instability of French government does not mean at all instability in French 
policies, JI think it was former Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill who, after all, 
knew something about the functioning of the parliamentary system of government who 
said once that the fundamental difference between the English and the French system 
is that in Englend the same governments stay in power a long time but policies shift. 
In France, governments change for the policies remain the same. Number One -- when 
a French government is overthrown, with our multi-party system the government which 
takes its place consists of about 3/liths of the same people who were in the preceding 
overthrown government, which means that the change in manner is not as marked as the 
change in government. Consequently, their policies may shift somewhat to the left or 
to the right, but not very fundamentally. 

MR. HOWE: I wonder if I could ask sort of a combined question and observation? 
It seems to me, and I think many Americans feel the same way, that the history of 
France is the history of a series of miracles. Joan of Arc, Napoleon, Clemenceau, 
Poincare, De Gaulle -- these extraordinary men and women have come up and at the 
moment of crisis have come up and pulled things through and made a miracle. I think 
there are a good many people in this country, and I am one of them, who think that 
Mendes-France might be the man who can pull that miracle now in France and that some- 
thine of that order is needed to break this sort of deadlock that seems to have been 
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DR. WITMAN: Mr. Valeur, do you want to reply to that point which was raised 
by Mr. Howe? 

MR. VALEUR: In away, yes. I wish, as a Frenchman, that France had not needed 
in the course of her history to have such miracles to pull her repeatedly out of dif- 
ficult situations. 1 wish France had been, in the course of her history, protected 
against foreign threats and dangers by two large oceans like the good old United 
States. It is because France is in a geographically exposed position that she has 
been again and again the target to all sorts of invasions of which I only mentioned 
two a moment ago -- the Huns and the Arabs. I'm too much of a diplomat to go on in 
that vein, It is because those invasions put France in such a difficult situation 
that nothing short of a miracle could save her. Now, France, fortunately is not at 
all in such a difficult spot just now. I'm not going to cite statistics to you 
about the French economic prosperity, the high birthrate, the fact that last spring 
we even defeated the English in Rugby, which is something absolutely unexpected from 
the French, at least in Anglo-Saxon countries. But assuming that we need a miracle 
now, it is a little difficult for me to answer Mr. Howe's query as to whether Mr. 
Mendes-"rance is that miracle man, for if I were to say that we need Mendes-France to 
save France, then I would not be in the good grace of the government of which I am 
the faithful servant. If I were to tell you that Mr, Mendes-France is not the man 
we need, supposing, it happens in French politics, that Mr, Mendes-France comes back 
to power, I would not be in his good graces. 

DR. WITMAN: That's a remarkably frank statement, Mr. Valeur, 

MR. VALEUR: No, it's a diplomatic statement but diplomacy and frankness 
go together, 

DR. WITMAN: I think now it is time for us to consider our: prize-winning 
question, This week's winner of the American Feoples Encyclopedia is John E. 
Ainsworth, Jr., of Arlington, Virginia, who submitted this question: "How long is 
France likely to remain a major power in Europe in view of the mich more rapid re- 
covery of Germany since World War II?" Mr, Howe, will you speak first to that 
question? 

MR. HOWE: I would answer that question by saying that France would remain a 
major power in Europe as long as Europe itself remains a major factor in the world, 

I do not think that it has to be either France or Germany for Europe to revive and 
become great or remain great. I think it is a question of both of them working to-~ 
gether and Western Europe coming together and I think even more than that, that the 
big problem about Europe is what to do about Eastern Europe. I think it is the lack 
of a program rather for Eastern Europe thatwas at the root of both world wars <= the 
breakup of the Austrian “mpire, the failure to create anything better, and now the 
Russians are in there in Eastern Europe. That's the big far off thing. The immediate 
problem is for France and Germany and Western Europe to work together. I don't think 
it is a question of setting France against Germany, or comparing one with the other, 
They can only prosper if they both go together, The danger today, in my view, is that 
our program of rearming the West. Germans is going to drive the West Germans into the 
arms of the Russians and then we don't need to worry whether France has a major role 
to playa not, are we going to have a major role, will there be any Europe left, 

MR. VALEUR: Mr. Howe is perfectly right when he says that it is not a question 
of a choice between France and Germany, It is a question of Western European coun= 
tries working together and I think that the French have given a great deal of evidence 
of their profound realization that there cannot be a strong Europe unless France and 
Germany, aS you say, bury the hatchet. Our Foreign Minister, Mr. Pinay,had a talk 
yesterday in Bonn, with Chancellor Adenauer of Germany, so as to erase all of the 
difficulties which might come between the two countries on account of the recent 
plebiscite in the Saar, What is important is that France and Germany are trying to 
work out a well-needed reconciliation. As to whether the rearmament of Germany which 
as you know, the French didn't relish very much, is going to drive the Germans into 
the hands of Soviet Russia, I could not say. But it is one more reason, if there is 
any danger of that kind, for the French to do their very best to help ais the Germans 
to the West and to the Atlantic Alliance. 
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DR. WITMAN: Now it is time to hear the questions from our audience here at 
International House in New York City and we'll have our first question from this 
gentleman here, please, 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Howe, what is the current trend of Commnist influence in 
France? 

MR. HOWE: As far as I am aware, the current trend of Communist influence in 
France is on the decline, that is, in the last four or five years. It might be that 
witnin the past two or three weeks there has been some increase, I think it is 
interesting to note that once again the two extremes working together -= the Communist 
and the extreme Right working together against the possibility of Mendes-France 
setting up a more liberal and strong middle-of-the-road government. But as far as 
I am aware, the Communist strength is not growing in France. I think Mr, Valeur 
ought to comment on it also, 

MR. VALEUR: People in this country, in particular, are impressed by the 
important Commnist vote in France but I would say, first, that many people who-vote 
the Communist ticket, as you say, are not Commnist. They vote commnist ticket. 
out of discontent arising from difficult economic conditions but economic conditions 
in France have substantially improved in the last three years. The wages of workers 
have risen by 25% while the cost of living has not risen at all, which means a 25% 
increase in the purchasing power of the workers, Another reason for discontent is 
the poor housing conditions which are being slowly, even though too slowly, remedied. 
I would just like to quote a few brief figures on Commnist decline, There were, in 
France, two Communist newspapers -- a morning paper and an evening paper, The evening 
paper, Ce Soir, had a few years ago, a circulation of 600,000. It went out of exist- 
ence for lack of readers. The morning paper, L'Humanite, had a circulation of about 
550,900, which has gone down to about 150,090. I think that is quite a fair barometer 
of how the Communist influence in France has declined. 

QUESTIONER: Mr, Yaleur, was the French delegation to the United Nations 
justified recently in walking out of the Assembly when it took up discussion of 
French North Africa? 

MR. VALEUR: Well, you can put yourself in the position of the French dele- 
gation of the French Government and of the French people, when the United Nations 
General Assembly decided to put on its agenda the question of Algeria, which is a 
part of France and has been a part of France for nearly 800 years. You must also 
put yourself in the position of a country which has done so much, to quote from 
the Foreign Minister of Belgium, Mr. Spaak, who gave a dramatic address on that 
occasion -- France, which did so much to spread civilization, culture and great 
human ideas in the world, to be put on trial by representatives of nations, many 
of which do not know anything about justice, democracy and parliamentary government. 
From that point of view, the French delegation to the United Nations was perfectly 
justified to withdraw from the Assembly, and I think it was a warning to the United 
Nations to remain within the terms of its Charter in its declarations and decisions. 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Howe, how do you think the Saar election will effect the 
French policy in Western defense? 

MR. HOWE: I would think the Saar elections would, if they have much effect, 
and I don't think they will have a great deal of effect on the French policy, but it 
would certainly be to increase their suspiciens of German nationalism, I think that 
is most unfortunate because 1 think that the great danger frm Germany is not that 
there is going to be a new German army that is going to march all over Europe and do 
what the Kaiser and Hitler did, The danger is entirely different -- it is that 
West Germany, or even all of Germany, which is no longer what it used to be, would 
league up and tie up with the Russians and that would be the real danger. And I 
think the risk in the Saar thing is that it will magnify the danger of a mere German 
revival. I do not think that is the thing that menaces “urope a tenth as mich as 
the possibility of Germany tying up with the Russians and I would like to know if 
Mr, Valeur would check with me on that too, if I may, 
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MR. VALEUR: Yes, I certainly agree with Mr. Howe on this point. What is | 
mostly disturbing the French in the Saar plebiscite is the fact that 2G was conducted . 
by German demagogues such as Schneider, who used to be associated with Hitler. But on | 
the day after the plebiscite, there was an immediate exchange of messages between | 
Prome Minister Edgar Faure and Chancellor Adenauer, which are a clear expression of the 
desire of the two governments not to let the results, however unfortunate they are, of 
the Saar plebiscite stand in the way of a Franco-German reconciliation. 

QUESTIONER: I am from India, attending Columbia, and my question is addressed 
to Mr. Valeur. Don't you think that in place of trying to develop so-called under- 
developed countries in your own way, it will be best to give them self-government and 
the right to develop their countries in the way they think proper, right and suirable 
themselves? 

MR. VALEUR: The problem of North Africa is not quite the same as the problem 
that the English, if I might say, had to face in India, In India there were a few 
thousand Englishmen, In North Africa, one-tenth of the population consits of French- 
men. I would not like to presume on what the British Government might have done in 
the ease of India if there had been some 35 million Englishmen in India but I would 
like to suvess that the settlement of the Indian question would have been done on a 
different basis. In North Africa, there is no question -- you cannot just drive into 
the sea two million Frenchmen -- many of whom have been established there for six 
generations, that is to say, for a longer time than I think the majority of Americans 
living west of the Mississippi. The question of North Africa is a very vital ques- 
tion, not only to France but to the relationship of West and East, It is a question 
of finding out a pattern for what I call interracial cooperation between the French 
and the Moslems in North Africa, May 1 say that this pattern has been found in the 
recently signed and ratified Franco-Tunisian conventions which give not only self- 
government, as my Indian friend said, to the Tunisians, but complete sovereignty 
but for foreign policy and defense matters, The "New York Times" correspondent in 
North Africa, Michael Clark, wrote on that occasion that it is the first time in 
history that a former colonial power has handed over the protection of the life, 
the security and the property of a quarter of a million of its own citzens to a yet 
untried native government and may I say that both the French and the Tunisians are 
very optimistic as to the outcome of that settlement and that settlement, as I said, 
is the pattern on which the rest of the North African problem is going to be solved. 

QUESTIONYR: Should I understand from your remarks that a stay for a few 
generations of french nationals in Africa, makes them more eligible for rights of 
citizenship, as compared to the local Africans to whom the land belongs? Do they 
have a better right of determination about the future of the country in which they 
have lived as foreigners or as rulers for a few generations -= better than the local 
population of the area -- and still further -= though, according to you, the right 
of self rule has been granted to those areas, why has it been considered discreet and 
necessary to leave the relations in respect to foreign affairs and interracial 
aspects not in their hands, but in the hands of the rulers who still:.happen to rule 
the same area through that population which is not African but Frenchmen. The fact 
that they are Frenchmen does not signify that they are Africans anymore and if they 
are not, they are not having self rule. 

DR. WITMAN: All right. I think there were two questions there. Mr, Valeur, 
that applause is giving you plenty of time to calculate what you are going to tell 
the gentlemen in reply. 

MR. VALEUR: The statement of our Indian friend, together with the applause 
of this audience, seems to indicate that he has not really understood what I've said 
of the nature of those Franco-Tunisian agreements, The quarter of a million French- 
men in Tunisia have absolutely no right whatsoever in the election of representatives 
of ee sovereign Tunisian parliament. There will not be a single Frenchman sitting 
A pcs unisian sat of ministers which will assist the ruler, the Bey, in administer- 
g the country. The French will be French citizens residing in Tunisia, but the governme 
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of Tunisia will not be influenced by them. It will be exclusively in the hands of 
Tunisians, so I do not see at all the point made by our Indian friend. 

DR. WITMAN: Our Indian friend also wants to make another point, but I am 
sure it will be made by someone else. 

QUESTIONER: It's not a very big point I want to make. The rights being 
enjoyed by those frenchmen in Africa I am afraid will be just like the rights enjoyed 
by Englishmen in the process of their rule between 1920 and 19!:7, when they ruled 
the country without electing even a single Englishman to the Indian legislature. 

DR. WITMAN: Now we must go on to be sure that we don't make this simply a 
debate between the French and Indian problems. This lady right here, please. 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Valeur, don't you think the rejection of the European Lefense 
Community by the French Parliament last year may help to prevent European unification? 

Mr. VALEUR: That is a very important and pertinent question. This country, 
as a whole, was very disappointed when French Parliament in August, 195) rejected 
the European Defense Community. The Huropean Defense Community was an attempt at 
introducing simply supra-government controls in Europe in the field of its defense. 
May I say and possibly with some authority since the statements made by the moderator 
on my modest career have emphasized the fact that in Europe I was chairman of two 
important European cultural and scientific committees,--in Europe, after the second 
World War, many, many Europeans of good will and many, many Frenchmen of good will 
considered that it was a vital necessity, not only to bring about a Franco-German 
reconciliation but far more unity in Europe. But whether we like it or not, we could 
not wipe out -=- we could not erase -=- in a few months or even in a few years the 
sad recollections of all those fratricidal wars and especially of four years of German 
occupation of our country. We had to start creating a new spirit in Europe. We 
had to start creating new agencies of cooperation and we started with the cultural 
and economic field, We were making headway when, on the occasion of the Korean War, 
the American Government decided that Germany should be rearmed and may I say that it 
pretty nearly upset our European cart. The French tried with a legal mind to find a 
way in which they could reconcile their fear of a rearmed Germany and the necessity 
of rearming Germany. Well, this did not work because, I may say, it was premature, -- 
and also because it seemed difficult to the French to be a part of a supra-national 
military authority in Europe with the Germans and without the British who have been our 
closest ally in the course of two World Wars. But this does not mean at all that we 
are not proceeding ahead in building that unified Europe. There was this summer a 
cultural mission which was attended, among others, by our Foreign Minister, The 
watchword in France now is "The New Start"for Europe and for a unified Europe. 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Howe, mast France endure a second setback like in Indo-China 
to give up colonialism, 

MR. HOWE: I don't think France has to -- nothing is inevitable in this world 
and the situation in North Africa, which I presume is what this question relates to, 
is quite different from that in Indo-China, As Mr, Valeur pointed out, in North Africa 
there are a couple of million Frenchmen -- in Indo-China there are very few, so that ~ 
the problem of withdrawal from Indo-China was a relatively easy one because there 
weren't too many French to be withdrawn, The problem in North Africa, as he indicated, 
is a very much more complex one and even though the French are outnumbered numerically 
-- very heavily outnumbered, 5, 6 or 8 to 1 by the Arab and native population -- there 
are still a good many of them there and, therefore, I don't think you will have the 
same issue outcome in North Africa that you did in Indo-China, 

CUESTIONFR: Mr. Valeur, what is the attitude of the French Government towards 
the current tensions in the Middle East? 

MR. VALEUR: The attitude of the French Government is one of watchfulness and 
hopefulness that no conflict is going to arise in the itiddle East. 

QUESTIONFR:  r, Howe, what ¢oncessions should France make in order to re- 
solve the Saar issue? 
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MR. HOWE: I don't think it is a matter of the French making concessions 
to resolve the Saar issue. I think that the Saar issue can be resolved under the 
present circumstances only as part of a much larger European settlement, 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Howe, do you really think it is a good thing to regard coun- 
tries as playing roles? Doesn't it connote too mech of roles of ‘power? Wouldn't it 
perhaps be better to just regard France as existing in her own right, as a country 
which has existed already for a thousand years, and will go on existing and does not 
have to play a specific role -- like no other country really has to play a specific 
role -- it's just part of the world. 

MR. HOWE: The world being what it is and has been for quite a while, I think 
that this matter of playing a role is going to be an extremely important factor in 
the consciousness of a good many human beings. That is perhaps unfortunate, but I 
am afraid that is the way the world and the people in it today are, 

MR. VALEUR: I would say that there are Frenchmen who feel it would be a lot 
better not to have to play the role of a great power or any leading role in the world. 
It has been very costly to us to play the role of a great power in the past and it is 
costly to us to assume all those responsibilities that we are assuming within the 
Atlantic Alliance or for creating that basis of what I call interracial cooperation 
in North Africa but France, which so often has been accused of living in the past -- 
to think too much in terms of her history -- is decidedly conscious of the duties 
that history gives her, history and also geography. We have nothing to do with the 
fact that we are in that exposed position in Europe which has made us the target of 
invasions in the past and which has also made us the starting point of the liberation 
of Europe in the second World War, I think that in America in particular, you should 
be pleased that the neutralist movement in France instead of making headway is reced- 
ing, a neutralist movement which has never involved more than a small minority of the 
population. Returning to the question of instability of French Government, there is 
one aspect of our policy which has remained absolutely stable and that is our 
allegiance to the Atlantic Alliance and our loyalty and our unbroken friendship of 
178 years with the United States. I think that when you Americans worry about the 
instability of French politics, you should be quite reassured to think that in- 
stability in the course of 178 years when we had kings, emperors, and four republics 
we have never, for a minute, let down our obligation to the United States and our : 
sense of loyalty to it. 

QUESTIONER: Mr, Valeur, is it economically feasible for France to compete 
with the manufacturing industries of Western Europe, and especially Germany? 

MR. VALFUR: You raise here a very good question. I think that it is very 
healthy for France to have to face the competition of not only Germany, not only 
Eyropean countries, but the rest of the world. I am, as a former Professor of 
International Economics at Columbia, for as great a measure as possible of free, 
international trade competition, So far France has done well, possibly with too mech 
government control. In fact, there was a statement which appeared on the ticker of 
the Agence Franch-Press yesterday indicating that last month France had a favorable 
balance of trade which was the largest in her history in the order of 13 billion 
francs and the allover balance of trade for the current year has been extremely favor- 
able so I won't worry at all from that point of view. I would add that Europe is 
undergoing a tremendous economic boom which is one of the great reasons for our 
optimism, wé° Europeans, that Europe is not on the decline, 

MR. HOWE: I'd like to use this question as a chance to make another oomment 

in the Same vein I've made before and that is this military aspect of our foreign 
policy, particularly in Europe -- our attitude toward Germany and the rest of it f 

The whole notion that the world can be pulled up by its bootstraps by means of mde 
tary pacts and military spending, If Germany is going ahead well, one of the main rea~__ 
sons is they aren't spending a lot of money building an army. If the French are 
worried about German rearmament, it's not merely fear of attack by Germany but it's 
the necessity of spending so much money buildimg up an army. All this, moreover, is 
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happening in conditions when the armjes that are being built up in Europe are not 

much use against the type of warfare that we may be facing. Therefore, I would say 

this is another indication -- not that we should disarm or not have any armies -=- but 
that a limited amount of ground troops are going to have to be sufficient to hold off 
the complete overrunning of Furope in a military way but it must not be too much and that 
the salvation of Europe and of the world depends on increased production -- whether in 
European terms or in Asian terms, whether it's atomic energy or conventional energy -= 
but you've got to produce, produce, produce for peace, 

QUESTIONER: Do you believe, then, that France should build non-military goods 
and do you think that they have the capabilities of producing sufficient manufactured 
goods of other than military types? 

MR. HOWE: Sure$ 

QUESTIONER: Mr. Howe, what do you believe the prospects are for a stronger 
executive and cabinet in the French Government, at the same time preserving a demo- 
cratic political system? 

MR. HOWE: I suppose that the prospects for a strong executive and cabinet 
will depend a great deal on how the situatiom works out at the time that these 
elections are held, If you can get a party alignment in France, coming back to 
Mendes again, which would give him a majority in the Chamber, in the Assembly, I 
would say that if there is sufficient support behind him and sufficient concern and 
fear and worry about other problems, that the French would pull together, as they 
did under Poincare, a man of a very different stamp back in the 1920's and '26, 
when they stabilized the franc and it would seem to me that this is a question that 
has a lot of human nature in it and a lot of human behavior. There isn't any way of 
predicting on a chart just how it's going to turn out, but it seems to me that a 
Situation may be heading up there, where it will be possible for a strong man with a 
majority behind him and a real crisis ahead, one that isn't going to knock the world 
over but still has to be met pretty soon -- I think there is a chance for them to 
meet that crisis as they met the crisis of the franc and of the inflation in the 
1920's, 

MR. VALEUR: I would like to add a word to the comments of Mr. Howe. Of 
course I cannot, in my position as a servant of my government, express any indication 
about what is going to come at the next election. But I would say this -- there is a 
tremendous change taking place in France. For the first time in the past ten years, 
for the first time in centuries really, France has a high birthrate. For a long time 
France, as you know, had a stable population which means that the average age of the 
French population was quite old -- which means we were governed, as a rule, by old 
men. It is already changing since Mendes-France, I think, was }:7 when he was in power 
and Edgar Faure is even his junior by one year. Now if we have had written in our 
constitutions a provision which makes for a weak executive, it is because those old 
people who represented the majority of France were thinking too mch in terms of those 
dictators who at some point in the past hundred years got into power. Now, with the 
new generations coming up -- with those tremendous number of babies who in a few years 
will have their voice in French Government in concentrated form, you can expect a reform 
of the French constitution in the direction of strengthening the executive. 

GUEST IONER Mr, Valeur, we read frequently in the papers that the Premier 
of France calls for a vote of confidence in the Assembly. Why does this have to be 
done, and why so often? 

MR. VALEUR: It has to be done so often because of the system of parliamentary 
government we have. If, at certain times, the French Government did not ask the 
question of confidence to Parliament, Parliament would not hesitate to vote against 
it. The question of confidence means that the government will be overthrown if the 
confidence is not voted and, as you may remember in the course of the past four weeks, 
I think the present French Government has asked four times the question of confidence 
and each time received a substantial majority, That may be the beginning of wisdom 
for French Parliament. The fact that four times in a few weeks a vote of confidence 
was given with a substantial majority to the French Government is an indication that 
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our deputies may feel that they should keep the same government a little longer, 

DR, WITMAN: I want to thank very mch our two speakers this evening, Mr, 
Quincy Howe and Mr, Robert Valeur, and all of those of you from the audience who 
participated in this question period, ; 


Thanks, too, to our hosts for this broadcast at International House, parti- 
cularly to its new President, Howard Cook, and the general chairman for tonight 's 
alumni association dinner, Miss Agnes Nohrnberg, 
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